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EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL

AMENITIES AND TOURISM COMMITTEE – 14th September 2017 at 7.00pm

Present: Cllr A Peacock (Chairman)
Cllr Mrs Mockford (Town Mayor)  
Councillors Mrs Belsey, Dabell, Favor and Sweatman

Also in Attendance:  Cllr Saull, the Town Clerk, Estates Manager & Town Promotions 
Manager
David Perkins and Zara from Kingscote Vineyard  

The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed all to the meeting.

126 PUBLIC QUESTIONS

There were none. 

127 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from:
Councillors Mrs Mainstone and Osborne Personal Commitments
Cllrs Mockford Attending a Planning meeting at Mid 

Sussex District Council.    

128 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no new declarations of interest.

129 MINUTES

RESOLVED: The Chairman was authorised to sign the minutes for   
7th June as a true record of the meeting.

130 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chairman advised that the Mid Sussex Marathon next year will probably include 
a Mid-Sussex mile timed event but with a minimum age entry (with time chips) as 
well as a fun run for families with younger children.   
Letters of thanks for the floral displays and East Court Live have been received from 
Mrs Cheeseman and Mrs Cook in the last few weeks.   There have also been several 
emails, Facebook comments and tweets all thanking us for our efforts.   This is nice 
to receive.  

131 TOWN PROMOTIONS REPORT

The Chairman introduced Mrs Spalding and her report on Town Promotions.  He 
highlighted the autumn version of the Line is to reach homes over the next week or 
so.  FEast Grinstead will be on the 1st October and the new town guide is out.       
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The report was noted 

The Chair highlighted the glass pyramid is booked for w/c 13th October, that the 
disabled access gate was out to tender and that the tenders were issued for the work 
on the Public Toilets.   

Committee thanked all the officers for their informative and thorough reports and 
noted the report 

132 BURIAL SERVICES

The Chairman introduced the report and asked the Clerk to give an update regarding 
funding.  She advised that Mid Sussex had indicated that S106 could be allocated to 
this project but a claim would be needed.  She further advised that the second quote 
had not been received for the Badger Survey but was not anticipated to be higher 
than the first one as this was a more local company.  If Committee would approve the 
commissioning on the understanding it will not be higher this would be appreciated. 

RESOLVED:  To commission a badger survey.      

In response to questions the Clerk advised that the digitalising of the burial records 
was not yet completed as being the records are hand written the process can take 
time to read the handwriting. The Student will be back at the Christmas break to 
conclude the work.

EAST COURT LIVE 

The report was noted with Pleasure. Mrs Spalding highlighted that the core team are 
very small and that volunteers for the events were vital, she was also looking for 
volunteers to help with FEast Grinstead. 
The Clerk added that while there was a healthy c/f balance, this was only just a one 
season cushion and if we had bad weather it would be consumed by lack of profits.  
We will therefore be applying to MSDC for a grant next year, but after that we may 
not need to apply for the East Court Live events for a while.  Other town events and 
activity will still be applied for.   
The Town Mayor thanked all who helped and also the staff who accommodated her 
charity representatives.

CCTV FOR EAST COURT         

The Chairman asked the Clerk to introduce the report who outlined the background 
to the paper. The Committee had some questions as to the coverage and the number 
that were put up and whether planning permission was needed.  It was discussed 
that this may be a phased project due to costs.

RESOLVED:  1) To approve in principle the project for CCTV at East 
Court and that the Estates Manager may proceed with a project up to 
a cost of £10,000.   
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2) To recommend to Finance and General Purposes that the £5,000 
reserved for the Mid Sussex CCTV project be released to this project 
and to replenish the Mid Sussex fund in next year’s budget.    

133 DELEGATED DECISIONS

The Chairman advised that a delegated decision to buy a small stock of branded 
umbrellas had been made; these would be used for weddings, tours, civic events and 
promotion. One would be displayed on the tourism desk with a survey to see if there is 
any appetite for adding this to the merchandise offer and buying more to sell to the 
public. 

PRESENTATION   - KINGSCOTE VINEYARD 

Mr David Perkins spoke to the committee about the aspirations of the new owners of 
Kingscote Vineyard.  The New owner has other vineyards in France and he is keen to 
develop the tourism aspect of the business as well as improving the wine volumes.  
They will be planting an additional 40 acres of vines in the spring to vastly increase the 
existing 15 acres. However vines take several years before they are able to produce 
usable grapes.  In the meantime the area of outstanding beauty is to be advertised as 
part of the visitor experience, with the stables, shop, tastings, weddings and tours. 
The vineyard is not currently sustainable, the additional vines will help this but the 
volumes will mean that they will need to bottle offsite as their current facilities would 
not cope with the increased demand.
It is hoped that the non vined areas will have animals brought in, there is no decision 
as to whether the weddings will continue, there are thoughts to revision the layout of 
the site buildings but not add to the overall footprint. The employment potential would 
be for approximately 14 people.  
It was felt that the Vineyard was very much a well-kept secret as so many locals do not 
know it is there. It is hoped to introduce a tour and taste bus from the Bluebell Railway 
and to offer discounts for locals to encourage more visits.  It was commented that the 
signage from Vowels Lane is not good as it is signed to the Gravetye Estate not the 
vineyard and the forestry commission will not allow a new sign to be put up.  The 
Council offered to write to support their request which was welcomed. 
It was clarified that the employment aspiration of 14 people would encompass all the 
different tasks and jobs at the vineyard and ancillary businesses (weddings / tours etc) 
it was not 14 people employed to run the Vineyard.  
The Chairman thanked them for coming to up-date the Committee and wished them 
much luck and prosperity with their business endeavours. 

RESOLVED:  The Clerk would write to the Forestry Commission in support of signage 
to the Vineyard from Vowels Lane.    

134 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

There being no further business the meeting concluded at 7.52pm.

SIGNED:

CHAIRMAN


